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2021 has been a tough year for Vietnam due to the Covid and students all over the country have been 
struggling to receive their educaon through a screen. A majority of students in Ho Chi Minh has returned to 
online learning since then the cases have increased immensely during the student ‘s precious summer break. 
This is due to people neglecng the hazards and presence of Covid connued travelling a mountainous 
number of mes during the two holidays in April: Hung King’s anniversary and Reunificaon Day. Compared 
to other cies, Ho Chi Minh City has been affected the most, with its total number of cases being double of 
the neighboring Binh Duonthe neighboring Binh Duong’s. Fortunately, in district 7, safety precauons were taken and the number of 
cases slowly but surely decreased. This brings up the ulmate queson for all the students sll stuck at home. 
Does that mean we will be going back to school soon? The answer relies on many contribung factors. 

Firstly, it is salient to note that Ho Chi Minh city is the financial hub of Vietnam, contribung to a quarter of 
the enre naonal GDP, covid has definitely “froze” all economic acvies in the city which will in turn 
affect the country’s development. Therefore, the government is now opening the city back slowly even 
though the number of cases is sll tremendous. Their decisions are not only based on the number of cases 
or the situaon, but also on the long-term future.   

  Secondly, the only vaccine that students ranging from the age of 
12 to 17 can get is Pfizer and the Cuban vaccine. The Vietnamese 
government has recently announced some regulaons stang 
that individuals under-18s are able to get the vaccine in 
October. More specifically, the government wants to priorize 
16-17 years old mostly in Ho Chi Minh. What does this imply for us 
students? This means that we will be prohibited from in-person 
school ll school ll everyone is vaccinated, this is because going back to 
school carries the risk of spreading the virus immensely if a 
student is a carrier of the virus. However, looking at how the 
government is handling the situaon quite swily and 
efficiently, it can be speculated that they are trying to push the 
process to get 95% of the children age 12-17 to be vaccinated and 
back to school by the end of 2021. This means that students will 
be gbe granted access once more to the high-quality educaon that 
they deserve. 

Given the circumstances, it is safe to predict that school will be open in around January. Once it is 
open, secondary will surely be going back first, especially year 11 and 13 as they are having exams this year. Even if 
school stays closed for a while longer, there is a high chance that these students with important exams will allowed 
to enter school facilies to proceed with these exams. Key stage 3 and then primary will follow, but it seems that 
their return to school will be delayed since some students may be too young to understand the true dangers of 
covid and will not abide by the strict rules. 

Aer all,  as a student I know that all of you are desperate to go back to school and see  your friends, conduct 
school acvies, parcipate in sports and study in face to face. Yet, even though it seems everything has 
returned back to the state prior to the pandemic, going back to school sll depends on the how things turn out 
in the next couple of months or weeks.  
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